
  
Dvar Torah on Parashat Noah, by Rachel Anisfeld 

 
The Moroccan havdalah includes the recitation of a biblical verse about Noah, the main 
character of this week’s parsha.  VeNoah matza chen be’eynei Hashem.   “Noah found 
favor in the eyes of God” (Gen 6:8, the last verse of last week’s parsha).  The verse is 
chanted by the havdalah leader, and the listeners respond: Ken nimtza chen vesekhel tov 
be’eynei Elokim ve’Adam.   “So, too, may we find favor and understanding in the eyes of 
God and man.”  It’s interesting, that added word at the end, Ve’Adam.   We want to be like 
Noah, but we don’t want to find favor only in the eyes of God, but also in the eyes of our 
fellow humans.   Herein lies the crux of the Noah story. 
Noah was a loner, for good and for bad.  God chose him because Noah was able, as 
Morah Yisraela taught her second graders this week, to be a righteous person even when 
those around him were not, not a simple matter.  The flood is a good image for Noah’s 

generation.  He lived in a flood of evil, but somehow managed not to be swept away by the current, to stay morally afloat in 
a sea of wrongdoing, to keep himself perfect and pure, tamim, like an island onto himself, like the little ark-island he even-
tually inhabited. 
But good is not meant to be done alone.  Noah’s good is shut inside a sealed ark, inside himself, and so, in some way it 
eventually becomes suffocated and twisted.  When he comes out of the ark, he seeks only his own intimacy; he becomes 
drunk and “uncovers himself within his tent.”  The verb is vayitgal, a reflexive verb; he is closed in upon himself, doing the 
uncovering of himself to himself. 
Such good cannot last.  Our own internal good is partly a reflection of the goodness of those around us.  Noah found favor 
in God’s eyes, but he did not find favor in the eyes of those around him.   Finding favor is work.   It is partly a matter of find-
ing the good in other people, seeing those buried good points in others (nekudot tovot, in Rav Nachman’s terms) which in 
turn helps them see the good within us, and so a cycle of good is created. 
Avraham is the model of this cycle of goodness.  The midrash speaks of the many people he influenced and converted.  If 
the symbol of Noah is a sealed ark, closed against a sea of evil, the symbol of Avraham is an open tent, drawing others in 
around him to the pursuit of good. 
Later, when we hear of Avraham’s nephew Lot in Sodom, we will think again of Noah.  Lot, too, had a certain righteous-
ness about him, but one that was purely limited to himself.  The evil around him was so great that the only way for him to 
keep it out was literally to shut the door on the hordes of evil-doers at his doorstep, waiting to come flood his home like the 
waters outside Noah’s ark. 
There is something to be said for a closed door approach to evil.  Noah stands as a model of great moral fiber and fortitude 
in his ability to withstand evil.  And there are moments – Nazi Germany comes to mind -- when such strength of character 
is required.  May we not be tested with such moments.  The general work of the world, though, seems to lie mostly in the 
Avraham open door approach, the attempt to find good in the eyes and souls of those around us, the attempt to share our 
goodness with that of others and thereby increase good in the world.    Ken nimtza khen be’eynei Elokim ve’Adam.  So, 
too, may we find favor in the eyes of God and man. 

CALENDAR Candle Lighting times for September/October 2011 
  

Friday October 28thth —Light 5:36      Saturday October 29th —-End 6:36 
Friday November 4th—Light 5:27      Saturday November 5th—End 6:28 
Friday November 11th—Light  4:19             Friday November 12th — End 5:20 

Issue Number 35 Volume Number III 

             

             
Monday,  Oct. 31 
 
Tuesday, November 1st 

School Picture Day 

 

Wednesday, November 2nd 
 
 
Thursday, November 3rd 
 
 
Friday,  November 4th 
 
 

Bet Shraga Hebrew Academy Of The Capital 
District Receives  

Substantial Support From  



Administrators Corner 
Rabbi Rami Strosberg 

Head of School 

On Community 
 
How are communities different from organizations? 
Thomas Sergiovanni, Professor of Education and Administration at Trinity University in Texas defines com-
munities as groups being organized around relationships and shared values. He says, they create social struc-
tures that bond people together with unity and shared values and ideas. He describes them as having a belief 
that there are needed conditions for creating a sense of togetherness instead of individuality. 
 
Even our youngest social studies students could tell you that we used to be a hunting and gathering society, 
then became an agricultural society and then we moved onto an industrial society. Each step moved us more 
from a sacred community and more towards a secular lifestyle. In a community, individuals decide to associate 
with each other because of their natural interest. There is intrinsic meaning and significance in relationship de-
velopment. In organizations or corporations, individuals relate to one another to reach a goal or gain some 
benefit, it's all calculated. Within a corporation, relationships are formal and prescribed by roles and expecta-
tions; culture is evaluated by universal criteria as articulated by policy and rules, codes and protocols. People 
are competitive and those who achieve more are valued more. 
 
In communities, such as a school, community of mind is created from mutual goals, common values and 
shared purpose. We come together everyday because there is joy and meaning that can only be realized 
through collaboration, teamwork, and being together. 
 
Some advantages of a nurturing school community include educators who know every child and can be atten-
tive to the needs of the individual, meaningful relationships for students with faculty beyond the classroom in 
the form of coaches, advisors and role models, extensive and intensive extracurricular and co-curricular oppor-
tunities in art, math, music, athletics, and community service that tap deeply into the interests, passions and 
talents of students outside the classroom, as well as leadership and ownership for students over school life and 
culture. 
 
As our school works to enrich our sense of community the questions we consider are: 
What can be done to increase the sense of family? 
What kinds of school-parent relationships need to be cultivated? 
How can the web of relationships between teachers, parents and students be further developed to embody com-
munity? 
How can teaching and learning environments maximize the feeling of home? 
 
We need to constantly be asking ourselves, what are our shared values and commitments that elevate us to be-
come a community of mind? 
I believe that Hebrew Academy's powerful mission, purpose and values that infuse the educational experience 
with shaping character and engaging the heart as well as the mind, by definition create, and at the same time, 
rely on the support of our community including both teachers, students and parents (and sometimes grandpar-
ents) who are currently part of the school as well as alumni and all those who have been part of the school's 
history. 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Second graders are off to a wonderful start!  
 

Much of the first weeks of school were devoted to lessons and activities to prepare us 
for the fall holidays.  Now that the holidays are over, we are enjoying settling into the 

routine of a five-day week! 
 

We begin each day with tefillah (prayer).  We have been studying the prayer "Baruch 
She'amar" which praises God for the creation of the world.  We have been comparing 
some of the ideas of this prayer with the story of creation that we are learning in Hu-

mash. 
 

In Hebrew Language Arts, we are working on a unit based on the daily activities of the 
classroom.  We read stories, sing songs, play games, speak to each other in Hebrew 

and write our own sentences in Hebrew.  This past week, we wrote riddles based on the 
Hebrew names of our classmates and had fun trying to solve them. 

 
We have begun the formal study of Humash!  We completed an introductory unit de-

signed to help us understand the division of the Torah text into books, weekly portions, 
chapters and verses.  Now we are studying the creation of the world in Hebrew.  Songs 
and art help us to remember and visualize what we are learning.  Our discussions have 
raised some interesting questions.  For example, we observed that light is created on 
the first day, but that the sun is not created until the fourth day.  Where did the light 

come from?  Also, each day God sees that creation is "good" except for the second day.  
Why isn't the creation of the sky on the second day "good"?  Curious?  Ask a second 

grader! 
 

Another favorite area of study is our special unit on Shabbat.  This unit will reinforce 
and expand our knowledge of the rituals, traditions, songs and prayers of the most im-

portant day of the week. 
 

We are looking forward to an exciting year of learning and growing together! 
 

Morah Yisraela 
(Julie Pollack) 

 
 

 

 

 



Visit our website www.hacdalbany.org for more  
exciting  

HACD News!!  
 

Click on the Bulletin Board tab!!! 

 
 
 
 

The Lions X Country Team  
 

had three top ten finishers in their respective divisions during 
their last meet at  

The Crossings of Colonie. 
 

 Michal Drucker finished in 7th place with a time of 7:36 
 

 Ari Levy finished 7th place (tied with 6th) with a time of 6:47  
 

 Marissa Burack finished in 9th place with a time of 7:35. 
 

Congratulations to all of our Fantastic Athletes! 
 







Gas Card Raffle 
 

$5 for a Chance to Win  
 $100 Gas Card 

 

Benefit 8th Grade Israel Trip 
 

Drawing to be held on Tuesday November 8th, 2011 
HACD 8th grade Home Room 

 

 

For more info contact: Joan Sheridan  
 
 
 

(459-5664 or jsheridan6@nycap.rr.com).   
 

       Turn in raffle tickets and money by Friday November 4th, 2011 the latest to: 
 

 Joan Sheridan c/o Zahava – 8th Grade via Kiddie Mail 



SHABBAT SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 

 
 

 
Be part of the Shabbat experience at Bet Shraga Hebrew Academy with a sponsorship! 
Every Friday our students enjoy a wonderful Shabbat program with recitation of the bless-
ings over the candles, wine (grape juice) and challah.  They sing Shabbat and holiday 
songs and enjoy visits with the Rabbis and Cantors. Your sponsorship will help offset the 
costs associated with this fun and spiritually uplifting program. 
 

Shabbat Sponsor  - October 28th 
 

Sarah, Yonatan, & Miriam Eligberg 
In honor of their Abba receiving his  

honorary Doctorate  
from 

 Jewish Theological Seminary 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To put a community wide event in our  
e-shabbaton, please email a text only 
 version to apiroli@hacdalbany.com 

by Wednesday. 
 

Community Event Calendar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look in the coming weeks for our Community 
News Bulletin featured on  

our new website! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Come study at the new    
 
 

 

Open Bet Midrash of  Albany 
 
 

Fun, meaningful, creative communal Torah study in an honest, open environment.   
No previous knowledge required.  Both men and women welcome. 
Meeting time: 7:30-9:30 PM once a week, day to be determined. 

   
Facilitator: Dr. Rachel Anisfeld, who writes the weekly parsha blog “Parsha 

Thoughts & More.” 
    

Pilot Session: Come try it out!  Tuesday, October 4 at 8:00 PM at my home, 148 
Milner Ave, Albany.   Please let me know if you plan to attend: ranis-

feld@nycap.rr.com, 489-5756  
 

Cost: $275 for the school year 
 

The program is affiliated with the Elul Bet Midrash program based in Jerusalem, a 
Torah institute dedicated to the study of classical texts and creative responses to 

Torah.   



 
 

NOVEMBER 19, 2011 * 7:30 PM * NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM 
 

Please join us 
 For  a  wh ims ica l  and adventu rous  even ing o f  sumptuous  hor s  d’œuvres* ,  de lectab le  

des se r t s ,  a  fabu lous  s i lent  auct ion ,  and the  oppor tun i ty  to   
dazz le  you r  f r iends  w i th  Y our  w i t  and wi sdom a l l  wh i le  suppor t ing  ou r  reg ion’s  on ly  Jew-

i sh ,  kosher  sen io r  commun i ty .  
 
 

724-3261 * foundation@dossc.org * www.daughtersofsarah.org 
 

$50 PER PERSON UNDER 40 
$85 GENERAL ADMISSION 

 
 

*  All  food prepared under supervis ion of the Vaad Hakashruth of the Capital  Region 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


